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THE DARE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MINUTES 
May 19,2003 

The Dare County Board of Commissioners met in a regular session at 
3:00 p.m. on May 19, 2003, in the Dare County Administrative Annex in 
Manteo. Commissioners present were: Warren Judge, John Robert 
Hooper, Renee Cahoon, Richard Johnson, Cheryl Byrd, Virginia Tillett, 
and Stan White. Also present were Manager Terry Wheeler and Attorney 
Norma Mills. Chairman Judge opened the meeting followed by silent 
meditation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

ITEM 1 -AMEND AGENDA 
MOTION 
Commissioner Byrd moved to go into Closed Session to discuss Land and 
Personnel Matters- Item 15. 
Commissioner Cahoon seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

ITEM 1A - INTRODUCTION OF LYNNE BUNCH, PRESIDENT OF THE 
COLLEGE OF THE ALBEMARLE 
Teresa James, Dean of College of the Albemarle- Dare Campus, 
introduced Lynne Bunch, President of College of the Albemarle. 

ITEM 2- EPA REGULATIONS- OCEAN OUTFALLS (ATT #1) 
Attorney Mills explained that the Beaches Act, passed by Congress in 
2000, establishes new testing requirements for coastal waters. The 
attached briefing paper gives a brief summary of the changes in the 
program from the existing water quality-testing program currently 
conducted by NC Shellfish Sanitation Division in Dare County. Also 
attached are examples of press advisories that are required to be sent out 
under the testing program (similar to those which have been posted under 
the existing testing program) and a copy of the text of the signs which will 
be posted at ocean outfall/storm drain sites in Nags Head and Kill Devil 
Hills when required under the program. Discussions have been held with 
the Managers of these Towns, and the Towns' Council has reached 
consensus as to the implementation of the new program requirements at 
out fall sites within the Towns subject to further review. This was 
presented for informational purposes. 
Malcolm Blalock and JD Potts, NC Shellfish Sanitation Division, gave a 
brief history of the program by monitoring and notification. The program 
began in 1997 and Dare County will discontinue their program and work 
with the state. 
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Commissioner Cahoon wanted to make sure all towns were treated 
equally, especially Duck since they are now incorporated. A series of 
meetings are being scheduled and all public officials will be notified. 

ITEM 3- APPROVAL OF EMS PROTOCOL PLAN (SUMMARY 
DOCUMENT FILED IN CLERK TO THE BOARD'S OFFICE) (ATT #2) 
EMS Director Skeeter Sawyer presented the EMS Plan. Dr. Michael 
Russell, County of Dare Medical Director at the Outer Banks Hospital, 
Deputy Directors Steve Taylor and Charlie Watson were present. 
Commissioner White thanked Dr. Russell for getting his transport policy 
approved. 
MOTION 
Commissioner White moved to approve the EMS Plan. 
Commissioner Cahoon seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

ITEM 4- UPDATE ON THE FUTURE WELLS FOR THE NORTH 
REVERSE OSMOSIS PLANT IN KILL DEVIL HILLS (ATT # 3) 
Bob Oreskovich, Utilities Director, reported that Camp, Dresser & McKee 
(COM) engineers have been working on the addition of five wells (4 for 
NOR and 1 for Skyco) to the Regional Public Water Supply, as well as the 
installation of test wells on the future well sites. The engineers updated the 
Board on their progress and made a recommendation to pursue future 
wells #16 & #17 at this time. 
Scott Manahan, COM Missimer, explained they did a test well installation 
to make sure there was adequate water and good water quality. They 
need to expand the well field. 
In the summary, the test well construction project revealed some 
information about the Mid Yorktown Aquifer that was unexpected and 
previously unknown. He believes there is adequate water for the proposed 
RO Plant expansion and they are lucky they put the test wells in now so 
they knew this before being under construction. It was a good decision by 
the Water Department Staff and the Board of Commissioners to install the 
test wells in light of what they found. 
Mr. Manahan recommended the following for the Updated Dare County -
Wide Hydrogeological Study and Groundwater Resource Evaluation 
Update: (The last study was done in 1998) 

• Revise the computer models of the KDH wellfield to include new 
hydrogeologic data and proposed wellfield development scenarios. 

• Loot at monitor well water level and water quality data collected 
over the last 5 years and compare to pumpage data. Note trends as 
appropriate. 

• Reevaluate population growth and demand projects based on latest 
county data. 

• Consider the installation of one or two more test wells in Duck to 
further define the aquifer system there. If groundwater resource 
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development appears feasible, begin looking into permitting and 
acquisition issues. 

• Look at ASR options as a water management tool. Centralized or 
decentralized systems at KDH or small emergency systems at town 
across the Outer Banks. 

Mr. Oreskovich explained the least expensive option would be to go to 
wells 13 & 14 as the 3rd & 4th wells for the RO Plant and then run the 
whole way down to the southern tip to well17 thus getting the higher 
yielding wells on line. At this point he does not have detailed cost on 
designed services or the raw water main. 
The Board concurred to go to Orville & Wilbur wells (13 & 14) and 15 & 17 
wells the whole way, get the infrastructure in place plus cost and bring 
back on June 2nd. Should there be expansion of the highway, they will 
coordinate with DOT. 

THE BOARD TOOK A 1 0-MINUTE BREAK. 

ITEM 5 - RECOMMENDED 2003-04 THROUGH 2007-08 CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS PLAN (ATT # 4) 
Dave Clawson, Finance Director, presented the following as the 
recommended Five-Year Capital Improvements Plan. This will be the first 
year in which the County has prepared a full five-year plan. This is an 
important step for any unit of local government but especially so for Dare 
as it is one of the conditions of achieving a debt ratings upgrade from Fitch 
Ratings when Fitch changed the county's "Outlook" from 'stable' to 
'positive' last fall. Attachment 1 shows projects and funding sources in the 
year in which the funding source is needed. Attachment 2 shows cash 
flow. Attachment 3 is the summary of projects. 
MOTION 
Commissioner White moved to schedule a Public Hearing on the CIP at 
10:30 a.m. on June 2, 2003 and then to schedule the adoption of the CIP 
to be in conjunction with the fiscal year 2003-04 budget. 
Commissioner Tillett seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

ITEM 6 - SERIES 2003 GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS -
REFUNDING AND 2/3RDS (ATT # 5) 
Dave Clawson, Finance Director, reported that the County has the 
opportunity to refund (refinance) the remaining balances of the 1993 
General Obligation Refunding Bonds. The 1993 GO Bonds refunded the 
1990 and 1991 GO Bonds. (See attached). 
MOTION 
Commissioner Byrd moved to approve for staff to proceed with the actions 
necessary (there will be several Board actions required) for the sale and 
issuance of General Obligation Refunding Bonds of approximately 
$9,880,000 and 2/3rds General Obligation Bonds of approximately 
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$1,023,000 and approval of UBS Paine Webber as Financial Advisor and 
Parker, Poe, Adams & Bernstein as Bond Counsel 
Commissioner White seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

ITEM 7- REVISED SCHOOL FACILITY PLAN, ACTIONS NECESSARY 
FROM THE 5/5/03 BOARD MEETING (ATT # 6) 
Dave Clawson, Finance Director, presented the Revised School Facility 
Plan. (See attached). 
MOTION 
Commissioner Tillett moved to adopt the Amendment to the Capital 
Project Ordinance for the Series 2004 COPs; adopt the Reimbursement 
Resolution #03-05-23 for the S2004 COPs; adopt the Capital Project 
Ordinance for the Series 2005 COPs (A&E and CM only); and adopt the 
Reimbursement Resolution #03-05-24 for the S2005 COPs. 
Commissioner Byrd seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

ITEM 8- OLD COURTHOUSE- INITIAL REPAIR WORK COURTYARD 
-RECOMMENDATIONS FROM CIPC (ATT # 7) 
Dave Clawson, Finance Director, reported that the CIPC had met with 
John Hildreth, the project manager from Heery for the old courthouse 
demolition project on May 8. Mr. Hildreth conducted a site tour and 
addressed several items with the committee. The CIPC recommended the 
attached following work be undertaken at the Old Courthouse as soon as 
possible. 
MOTION 
Commissioner Byrd moved to direct staff on how to proceed with the 
additional work. 
Vice Chairman Hooper seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 
Commissioner White noted that Architect John Wilson has offered his 
services. 

THE BOARD MOVED TO ITEM 12 • PUBLIC COMMENTS. 

ITEM 9 - SPRINT MAINTENANCE CONTRACT (ATT # 8) 
MOTION 
Commissioner Cahoon moved to excuse Commissioner Richard Johnson 
from this discussion since he is employed by Sprint. 
Commissioner Byrd seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 
Tom Gray, Information Technology Director, requested approval for the 
Chairman to sign a 4-year maintenance contract with Sprint for the Cisco 
equipment on the Voice over IP project. The $148,856.96 is in the 
financed amount for the VOIP project. 
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MOTION 
Commissioner Byrd moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the Sprint 
Maintenance Contract and make the effective date June 15, 2002 through 
June 14, 2006. 
Commissioner Cahoon seconded the motion. 
AMENDED MOTION 
Commissioner White moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the Sprint 
Maintenance Contract and make the effective date June 15, 2002 through 
June 14, 2006 and it is the Board's desire to change the date to June 15 
and if they cannot negotiate or whatever date the Chairman can negotiate 
between the 13th and 15th of March and 15th of January. 
Commissioner Cahoon seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

ITEM 10- FACILITY USE POLICY (ATT # 9) 
Attorney Mills presented a revised draft of the Facility Use Policy 
governing use of county-owned facilities. All changes from the original 
version as recommended by the CIPC are highlighted on the attached 
draft. Commissioner Cahoon recommended changing the word "may" to 
"shall" in regard to fees that will apply. 
MOTION 
Commissioner Tillett moved to approve the revised Facility Use Policy. 
Commissioner Byrd seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

ITEM 11 - BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPOINTMENTS (ATT # 1 0) 
Attorney Mills explained that, pursuant to the Board's adoption of an 
amendment to the Code of Ordinances re-establishing the Board of 
Adjustment, appointments to the new Board are to be made by the Board 
of Commissioners in the manner provided for in the Ordinance 
amendment. Attached is a chart outlining the new Board seats with 
eligibility criteria, and a list of current Board of Adjustment members who 
are eligible for appointment to the new Board. A slate of candidates will be 
provided for the June 2nd meeting for Board approval. Additional 
applicants have applied since the list was prepared. 

ITEM 12 - PUBLIC COMMENTS 
1. Queen Elizabeth along with Eleanor and Ananias Dare, came dressed 

in their costume attire to invite the Board and everyone to attend the 
Lost Colony. Dare Week will begin 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, & 6th. Dare Week is 
free for all Dare County residents and they are asked to bring a canned 
good for the Food Pantry. Opening night is June 6th. The Lost Colony 
will run 6 nights a week through August 22nd. Queen Elizabeth was 
wearing one of her new costumes designed by William lvey Long, 
Costume Designer and 3-time Tony Award Winner. The costumes 
were made in New York and were funded through a grant. 
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2. Larry Belli, NPS Superintendent, reported that all of the facilities at the 
Outer Banks Group of National Parks would be open as of this coming 
weekend. This includes the new Visitor Contact Station and Bookstore 
at Cape Hatteras Lighthouse and all of the facilities at Wright Brothers 
National Memorial. Wright Brothers will open Wednesday, May 21st for 
the Ribbon Cutting at the Pavilion, which will be a free fee day so all 
citizens can come all day. This past year a total of 1 0 major projects 
were completed at Wright Brothers at a cost of $4.5M. He 
congratulated all of the NPS staff, local employees and contractors for 
a job well done. 

3. Tillman Gray, Avon, presented a letter of support for more officers for 
the Sheriff's Department and a newspaper article from the Virginian 
Pilot regarding the illegal sale of prescription drugs. The Avon group 
has formed a committee and is providing information to the Sheriff's 
Department regarding drugs on Hatteras Island. The letter of support is 
on file in the Clerk to the Board's office. 

THE BOARD MOVED BACK TO ITEM 9- SPRINT MAINTENANCE 
CONTRACT 

ITEM 13 - CONSENT AGENDA (ATT # 11) 
MOTION 
Commissioner Cahoon moved the approval of the Consent Agenda: 
1. Approval of Minutes 4/30/03 & 5/5/03 
2. Albemarle Mental Health Quarterly Fiscal Monitoring Report lnterlocal 

Agreements for NCACC Group Benefits Pool, Liability & Property Pool, 
& Worker's Compensation Pool 

3. Annual Participation Agreements with the NCACC Insurance Pools for 
Health, Property & Liability, and Worker's Compensation 

Commissioner White seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

ITEM 14- COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONER WHITE 
• Ferry Dedication in Manns Harbor- Friday, the Secretary of 

Transportation attended the dedication of the MV Pamlico Ferry, 
which is a forty-year old ferry and was overhauled at the facility. 
The project carne in under budget and was completed earlier than 
anticipated. He commended those who worked on the project. 
Hopefully the facility will be enlarged. 

• Legislative Briefing - He attended the update in Raleigh noting that 
NCACC is looking out for counties. There is one issue that many 
counties are struggling with - amortization for the removal of 
lawfully erected structures. It was a good conference and well 
attended. 
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ITEM 15- COMMENTS BY VICE CHAIRMAN HOOPER 
• Oregon Inlet Bridge - He referred to DOT's recommendation for a 

$17M bridge. He feels the Board of Commissioners needs to take a 
stand since Dare County will loose about 17 miles of its beaches as 
well as prime bird watching areas. Commissioner Cahoon 
suggested that DOT make a presentation on their future plans so 
the public can be informed. Commissioner White does not think 
DOT is far enough along in their planning process. One major 
problem is the building of a bridge with a 70-year life span that is 
going to a road with a 20-year life span. Commissioner Cahoon 
does not want the process to get too far along without citizen input. 

ITEM 16- COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONER BYRD 
• Budget Workshop - Need to schedule since they now have the 

CIPC requests. 
• Viewpoint 2003 Breakfast- Reminded that the time for the June 2nd 

meeting would need to be changed. 
• Planning Board meeting - Need to schedule a meeting on zoning 

efforts. 
• National Park Service - Recommended meeting with 

Superintendent Larry Belli who has offered his assistance for a 
planning effort for Hatteras Island and Roanoke Island jointly for the 
next 1 0-20 years. 

• Transportation Advisory Board - One member holds two positions 
(OB Visitors Bureau and Hotel/Motel Association). Visitors Bureau 
will make a recommendation for next month. 

• Outfalls with drainage problems - She noticed in the newspaper 
that Albemarle/Pamlico National Estuary Program (which Dare 
County is part of Tar-Pamlico and Pasquotank) received a 
$250,000 grant from EPA and $50,000 will go to the five river basin 
councils. Stumpy Point is in one council and the rest of the county 
is in the other one. The county might want to make an application 
to those river basin councils. 

ITEM 17- COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONER CAHOON 
• Health/Social Services Buildings - The workers from Heery have 

been working on correcting the problem with the HVAC systems. 
She thanked them for getting the work done. 

• Budget workshop - She noted the Tax Department does a good job 
on giving the Board the correct figures. Occupancy Tax and 
Prepared Food Tax were down and yet the State of North Carolina 
reported the county's economic indicators are great. If all of DC's 
numbers are down, how can the state say the county is up 31%? If 
this be true, the state should give the county their other 38% share. 
The state either owes the county money or they need to start 
reflecting accurate figures. These numbers are going out to the 
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public saying the county is in great shape yet actual numbers are 
down. It is important to live with the reality of the numbers. 

• Helicopter Companies - They are making presentations to EMS. 
CIPC will get info from staff so Board members can attend. 

ITEM 18- COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS JOHNSON 
• Dance Recital - Congratulation to the Parks & Recreation 

Department for a great job. 

ITEM 19 - COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONER TILLETT 
• Dance Recital -Commended Parks & Recreation Department for a 

wonderful job. 
• Scattered Site Housing Grant- She asked that the matter be 

placed on the next agenda. Families have been identified on 
Hatteras Island. 

• CAA Baseball T ournarnent - Encouraged everyone to attend and 
noted it was a busy week for the County Manager. 

ITEM 20- COMMENTS BY CHAIRMAN JUDGE 
• Viewpoint 2003 Breakfast 

MOTION 
Commissioner Byrd moved to change the meeting time from 8:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. on June 2nd so the Board can attend Viewpoint 2003. 
Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

• Budget Workshop- Scheduled for Tuesday, May 27th at 5:00 p.m. 
• Planning Board Workshop - Possibly in July 
• Memorandum of Understanding - He had hoped to present the 

MOU for Jennette's Pier but they are waiting to hear from Marine 
Fisheries. The dedication is scheduled for Saturday, May 24th. He 
directed the County Attorney to email the current version to Board 
members. 

• Political signs - The Mayors' Luncheon was canceled so he will 
contact the Mayors by email to get a status on the signs. 

ITEM 21 -COMMENTS BY COUNTY ATTORNEY (ATT # 12) 
Attorney Mills noted that the Board had received information regarding 
Federal legislation that threatens the moratorium against offshore drilling 
off the coast. Senate Bill14 (US Senate version of the Energy Bill) is 
pending in the Senate right now and contains language that threatens the 
existing moratorium. The House version of the Energy Bill was amended 
to remove the language that creates this danger. The plan is to have an 
identical amendment run on the Senate Floor that Senator Graham and 
Senator Edwards are co-sponsoring. If that amendment is adopted on the 
Senate Floor the two versions of both bills in both chambers would be 
identical with regard to that provision and would not be subject to 
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conference negotiations. Senator Edwards and Senator Doyle felt a 
resolution from the Board would be most helpful to have. 

• Off Shore Drilling Resolution 
MOTION 
Commissioner Johnson moved the adoption of Resolution #03-05-25. 
Commissioner Byrd seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

• Senate Bill779- Start of Instructional Schools begin after Labor 
Day. The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau has taken a position 
supporting this legislation. The Board of Education also supports 
this legislation with one important caveat that it remained as a 
statewide bill. A number of counties have contacted their legislative 
delegation asking to be exempted from the bill. At this point there 
are 24 school systems in the state that have already been 
exempted and a significant number of others have requested that. 

MOTION 
Vice Chairman Hooper moved to support Bill 779 on a statewide basis 
with no exceptions. 
Commissioner Tillett seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 

ITEM *CLOSED SESSION- LAND AND PERSONNEL MATTERS 
MOTION 
Vice Chairman Hooper, pursuant to the provisions of NCGS 143-318.11, 
moved that the Dare County Board of Commissioners go into closed 
session to: 
Instruct the County staff or negotiating agents concerning the position to 
be taken by or on behalf of the County in negotiating the price and other 
material terms of a contract for the acquisition of real property by 
purchase, option, exchange or lease, 
Consider the qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, 
conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an 
individual public officer or employee or prospective public officer or 
employee. 
Commissioner Tillett seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 
AT 6:25P.M., THE DARE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
ENTERED INTO CLOSED SESSION AND EXITED AT 6:45P.M. 
Attorney Mills reported the Board took action on a personnel action that 
requires action in open session. 
MOTION 
Vice Chairman Hooper moved to retain County Manager Terry Wheeler 
effective May 19, 2003 to June 30, 2005. 
Commissioner White seconded the motion. 
VOTE: AYES unanimous 
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THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RECESSED AT 6:45 P.M. AND 
RECONVENED AT 7:30P.M. 

ITEM 15- OREGON INLET & WATERWAYS COMMISSION 
STRATEGY MEETING 
Chairman Moon Tillett called the OIWC meeting to order. Jenny Gray, 
Administrator for OIWC, introduced Hugh Overholt, Charlie Rose, and 
Mike Parker who are the Liaison Team from the NC Department of 
Commerce. Michael Davenport, Vice Chairman of OIWC, outlined the six 
major points for Board approval. 
They are as follows: 
1. Improvement of the current 14' channel down to a depth of 20' 
2. Maintain the current 400' width with the addition of a 600' widener. The 

widener is to stretch from the Oregon Inlet Bonner Bridge to and 
through the "ocean bar". 

3. Ample funding for dredging the inlet, the ocean bar and necessary 
inside channels to maintain the correct depths at least 70% of the time. 

4. The rock groin on the south side of inlet to remain in place. 
5. Permits to allow year round dredging. 
6. Transfer of acreage to the US Corps of Engineers 
7. Establish a measurement of success I failure of dredging to determine 

if other alternatives need to be pursued 
Mr. Overholt believes they have very strong support from The White 
House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) indicating to OIWC that 
they will keep Oregon Inlet open. Senator Doyle and Congressman Jones, 
strong advocates for OIWC project, confirmed this. When the CEQ 
announced that there would be no jetties project at Oregon Inlet, they 
asked for a quick wish list, which is the presentation tonight. 
However, there are two main issues. 

( 1) He still believes the land transfer is critical because the transfer 
gets around the special use permits and gives the Corps of 
Engineers jurisdiction over Oregon Inlet to a width that COE can 
work with. He believes Mr. Parker and Mr. Rose can move the 
legislation through because there is no cost to it now and the 
environmentalists who have opposed the project will now move 
to the background. He feels that if they strike quickly and firmly, 
they will have a good shot. 

(2) The other issue is getting the authorization to make the channel 
deeper. The funds will have to be placed in the budget. The 
COE will be given a certain amount of funding and Dare County 
will want to get its share up front and committed. 

Mr. Jones stated that Mr. Overholt is giving more credit to the White 
House than they deserve. Mr. James Connaughton (CEQ) should have 
approved the jetties, but he did not. It makes economic sense and 
environmental sense, but he did not. The jetty is now taken off the table 
and the White House took that off the table through CEQ. The next steps 
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are the alternatives. The COE does not know the dredging cost because 
they have not had to look at alternatives. There is a long way from saying 
yes to doing yes. The CEQ has said yes and made some agreements they 
would support but has no money. The key for success is to put it in law. 
There is already a law saying that OIWC will be dredged 14'. The cost is 
going to be phenomenal. They will have to make sure that Congress 
moves from saying yes to doing yes and putting the money where it is 
needed in order for COE to do their job. The dredging is going to cost a 
lot more than everyone thinks. The only way to make it happen is to do a 
land transfer and to make sure there is funding COE can dredge the inlet. 
The cost is going to be astronomical. That is one of the reasons the jetties 
were brought up because the dredging was more expensive than jetties. 
Commissioner Cahoon would like to add to the list that no more soil 
islands is created in the sound. 
Bob Peele, Director of Wanchese Seafood Industrial Park, noted the 
contracts for the three liaisons have been continued for another year. 
Commissioner White questioned the possibility of tying the dredging to 
beach nourishment. Mr. Overholt responded this is a sand transfer 
operation and that will be one of their goals. 
Vice Chairman Hooper agreed that the bottom line is owning the land but 
questioned if they were trying to do too much at one time. The response 
was no since a number of these issues were interconnected. 
Mr. Overholt stated the first thing to do is to introduce the land transfer, 
which they already have sponsors for the bill. The transfer will be the lead 
issue and other things will fall in place. He indicated they have already 
been working with Senator Doyle and Congressman Jones on a plan. 
Chairman Judge listed goals, which was put into motion. 
MOTION 
Commissioner Byrd moved that the Dare County Board of Commissioners 
set the following goals: 

1. Ample funding for dredging the inlet, the ocean bar and necessary 
inside channels to maintain the correct depths at least 70% of the 
time. 

2. Transfer of acreage to the US Corps of Engineers 
3. Improvement of the current 14' channel down to a depth of 20' 
4. Maintain the current 400' width with the addition of a 600' widener. 

The widener is to stretch from the Oregon Inlet Bonner Bridge to 
and through the "ocean bar". 

5. The rock groin on the south side of inlet to remain in place 
6. Permits to allow year round dredging. 
7. Prohibition on new spoil islands 
8. Investigate the idea of the sands spoil as part of the product for 

beach nourishment 
9. Establish a measurement of success I failure of dredging to 

determine if other alternatives need to be pursued. 
Commissioner Cahoon seconded the motion. 
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VOTE: AYES unanimous 
Mr. Parker noted that, on the beach restoration utilizing the dredge 
material, to use the wording of "beneficial use of the dredge material" 
inside that part. That has a specific legal definition inside the Corps of 
Engineers because they are required to do certain things from a beneficial 
use standpoint. This wording will denote specifics to the Corps. 
Chairman Moon Tillett stated they needed help in getting the dredging 
done now. The above issues are OIWC's goals but there is an immediate 
need. He noted that the Corps of Engineers will submit a contract for 
dredging the last day of May which will not begin until August, thus the 
channel will not be dredged this summer. 
Commissioner White as a member of DOT offered his assistance. Mr. 
Overholt responded that Commissioner White holds a powerful position 
and he will include that into their plan and will keep him informed. 
Attorney Mills assured the list would be sent to the following: the 
Congressional delegation and copied to NC delegation, Chamber of 
Commerce, Outer Banks Visitors Bureau, Governor of North Carolina, 
Secretary of Commerce, CEQ, Secretary of Army, Officer of Management 
& Budget, and Secretary of Interior. 
Mr. Parker urged the Board to send a letter to COE and CEQ listing the 
promises that both have made to Dare County that they would maintain a 
depth of 14'- 70% of the time. He would list their promises and send to 
the Corps of Engineers in the NC District; in Washington, DC; and to the 
Congressional delegation. This would turn the situation around and start 
putting pressure on CEQ. He noted that if Mr. Connaughton (CEQ) thinks 
he is so smart that he could do this withou~tties, then let him do it. 
The 1st letter is a list of priorities and the 2 letter is the urgent channel 
specific situation tying it into the oncoming tourist season. 

Jim Fletcher, Manns Harbor, noted this process has been on going for 
thirty-three years. Since 1970, the National Park Service has claimed the 
property by a deed, but there has never been a title search on this 
property. In 1962 the Oregon Inlet Bridge was built. Prior to the building of 
the bridge, the state did not perform a title search. 
He referred to a letter he sent to Attorney Norm Shearin regarding the 
amount of property on the deed and the amount of property on the survey. 
He had also asked Attorney Shearin why the NPS objected to private duck 
blinds in that piece of property for one individual and yet allowing another 
individual to have duck blinds there. The NPS has known they do not own 
that piece of property for a long time and the public officials have always 
assured Dare County they would get their jetties. The County Tax Office 
shows who owns that piece of property and who has recorded title for it all 
the way back past 1950's. He asked the County Attorney to perform a title 
search. He feels certain that she will learn that the Department of Interior 
does not own the property. 
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Arvin Midgett, Member of OIWC, noted there were approximately 80 
recreational users daily at Oregon Inlet as well as charter boats and 
commercial fishermen. The inlet is very dangerous and is getting worse. 
There is a special need for Oregon Inlet right now. 
Chairman Judge expressed appreciation to OIWC Board for their 
presentation and assured them the letters would be sent tomorrow. The 
Board of Commissioners will also go to Washington, DC if the need is 
there. 

THE DARE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RECESSED AT 
8:30P.M. UNTIL MAY 27, 2003 AT 5:00P.M. FOR A BUDGET 
WORKSHOP. 
THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING WILL BEGIN AT 10:00 A.M. ON JUNE 
2, 2003 INSTEAD OF 9:00A.M. IN ORDER FOR THE BOARD TO 
ATTEND VIEWPOINT 2003 BREAKFAST. 

, airman 
Board of Commissioners 


